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Disaster Risk Management Training online series
10.00-11.00 UK time

Consent form

 We will record the sessions for our 
students to get access after the 
session. The link will be shared only on 
our learning platform.

 To allow us to take pictures and use for 
marketing and/or news, please could 
you sign the consent form and return 
to me aa4106@coventry.ac.uk.

 I hope you enjoy the sessions.
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The programme

 House keeping rule:

 We encourage your participating in the 
discussion and sharing your ideas, 
however please use MUTE option 
when you are not talking.

 We would like to encourage you to 
attend all sessions to obtain the full 
picture of the DRM concepts and 
framework.

 This is the first time that we organise 
such an open collaborative online 
international learning, please allow 
some time for me to fix mistakes.

 Please use the link to fill in the registry.

Outline of 
the seminar

Humanitarian

Faith based organisations

Case study

Discussion
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Phases of Recovery in the aftermath of Disaster

Source: Alexander 2002 

Humanitarian

 “impartial, independent, and neutral 
provision of live saving relief in 
emergency settings” (International 
committee of the Red Cross 1965).

 Volunteerism, altruistic ethics – we 
want to help when we see someone in 
trouble (Phillips 2020).

 Joining organisations – because those 
orgs know what they will face and what 
to do, and better prepared

 Challenges – funding and managing 
staff



10/02/2022

4

Types of disaster organisations

Faith based organisations

Civic organisation and civic interests

Community organisations active in 
disaster

NGO/INGO

Private sector

Professional organisation

 “A faith-based organization refers 
to charitable organizations or nonprofits 
affiliated with a religious group or 
inspired by religious beliefs.” (Hands 
2020)

Differences between FBO and secular 
organisations

 Spiritual and moral values - extra 
dimension for mobilisation

 Ready-made networks which is helpful 
as a basis for providing aid, 
programmes or 
sensitisation (churches, mosques etc.)

 Able to call on alternative and parallel 
funding constituencies

 They are able to develop an expertise 
in development

(MacLellan 2020) Image via Flickr by dѧvid
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Religion and humanitarianism timeline

 First wave: western aid agencies 
began spreading to the far corners of 
the world – cross cultural encounter

 Second wave, west work in the conflict 
zones in global south (secular orgs 
took the advantage)

 Third wave – transnational religious 
activism and humanitarian agencies 
from outside the west – donor 
governments and faith based agencies 
developed warmer relations

(Barnett and Stein 2012)

Faith based organisation today

 Significant work done by FBOs

 Western donors have supported FBOs; and, in particular, governments can work 
with FBOs as the funnel for ODA.

 Primarily Christian FBOs although an increase and more visibility in those of other 
faiths, such as Islamic Relief.

 There have been challenges in encouraging faith organisations to engage with 
donors.

 The EU states that half of aid and education services are provided by FBOs (2017) 
and therefore they have a key role (EU 2017).

(MacLellan 2020)
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Ethical 
sensitivities

Alcohol
Preparation of 

meat 
(Kosher/halal)

Gender 
separation in 

camps

Prayer times

Religious 
tension between 
responders and 

recipients?

Clothing

Fasting Sexuality

Faith Based NGOs – ethical issues

 Selecting a community for assistance: race, religion or caste 

 Implementing appropriate interventions – values and beliefs 

 Carrying out proselytising work

 Responses  by governments to the work of faith based NGOs

 “At a conceptual level, they [FBO and secular organisations] both use humanitarian 

assistance as a means to further religious or political objectives, often without the 

express consent of the victims of a crisis”.

(Jayasinghe 2007)
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A case study – Tzu chi

 Founded in  1966; started 
humanitarian work from 1970; 
1990 started international relief 
work

 10 million members across 47 
countries (O’Brien et al. 2017)

 Compassion – great love

 Charity missions: international 
relief, community volunteerism

 Medical mission: bone marrow 
donation

 Educational mission

 Cultural mission: environmental 
protection

(Her 2016)
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Da Ai community – Tzu Chi

 Methods for reconstruction:

 Short term relief – food, shelter, medical 
care, and mental support

 Education – building schools

 Housing projects – including critical 
infrastructures: water, electricity, medical 
centre, and so on

 59.29 ha, provide 1,540 households.

 Community completed 6 months after 
the typhoon. 

Discussion question

What might be the issues 
facing a FBO working within 
the context of a community 
with other faith or non faiths?

 How far should your BELIEFS 
impact your acts?



10/02/2022

9

Challenges in Dai-Ai

 Design of the house
 Religious issue – interfere of the Tzu-Chi 
volunteers
 Disagreement between tribes and Han 
people – life style, work patterns

=>Permanent houses have become 
temporary homes

Chen 2017
Other issues – O’Brien et al. 2020

Faith post disaster...

 Religion, faith, and spirituality might also be important to survival and recovery.

 After years of work in disaster recovery and post conflict reconstruction, they now 
acknowledge that faith seems to be of profound importance, especially at these soul-
crushing moments. 

 Also, there is growing research from the medical community demonstrating, for 
instance, how various forms of spirituality seem to hasten postoperative recovery. 

 There is a growing literature on the impact of religion on recovery in the related 
fields of development and post conflict justice.

(Barnett and Stein 2012:22)
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The need of faith communities in major emergencies

 Culture

 Ethnicity 

 Religion

 UK guidance: the need of faith 
communities in major 
emergencies: some guidelines

 Code of Conduct for the 
International Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Movement and 
Non-Governmental 
Organisations (NGOs) in 
Disaster Relief

 Taiwan's Evolving Humanitarian Space, Orbis, Volume 63, Issue 2, 2019, Pages 209-224, ISSN 0030-4387, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.orbis.2019.02.009. 

(https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0030438719300237)

 Damon P. Coppola, Chapter 9 - Participants – Non-Governmental Organizations, Including the Private Sector and Academia, Editor(s): Damon P. Coppola, 

Introduction to International Disaster Management (Third Edition), Butterworth-Heinemann, 2015, Pages 522-587, ISBN 9780128014776, 

https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-801477-6.00009-5.

 Ara Joy U. Pacoma, Jake S. Delda, Social capital in the post-Haiyan setting: The role of local and translocal ties in building household resilience, International Journal 

of Disaster Risk Reduction, Volume 40, 2019, 101250, ISSN 2212-4209, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdrr.2019.101250.

 David O’Brien, Catherine Elliott, Brendon McNiven,Chapter 13 - Ten Years of Great Love—The Evolution of Housing Reconstruction in Banda Aceh, Indonesia, 

Editor(s): Alan March, Maria Kornakova, Urban Planning for Disaster Recovery, Butterworth-Heinemann, 2017, Pages 189-207, ISBN 9780128042762, 

https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-804276-2.00013-X.

 Dantje Sina, Alice Yan Chang-Richards, Suzanne Wilkinson, Regan Potangaroa, What does the future hold for relocated communities post-disaster? Factors affecting 

livelihood resilience, International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction, Volume 34, 2019, Pages 173-183, ISSN 2212-4209, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdrr.2018.11.015.

 Damon P. Coppola, 9 - Participants: Nongovernmental Organizations (Including the Private Sector and Academia), Editor(s): Damon P. Coppola, Introduction to 

International Disaster Management (Second Edition), Butterworth-Heinemann, 2011, Pages 483-547, ISBN 9780123821744, https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-

382174-4.00009-4.

 Brenda D. Phillips, Chapter 7 - Affiliated disaster volunteers, Editor(s): Brenda D. Phillips, Disaster Volunteers, Butterworth-Heinemann, 2020, Pages 113-135, ISBN 

9780128138465, https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-813846-5.00007-1.

 Clarke, G., 2006. Faith matters: faith-based organisations, civil society and international development. Journal of International Development, 18(6), pp.835–848.

 EU (2017) The EU and faith-based organisations in development and humanitarian 

aid https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2017/608800/EPRS_BRI(2017)608800_EN.pdf

 In Bad Faith: British Charity and Hindu Extremism (AWAAZ South Asia Watch) 

http://www.sacw.net/DC/CommunalismCollection/ArticlesArchive/British_charity_and_Hindu_extremism_a_report_summary.pdf

 Hackett Cand Mcclendon D 2017 https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/04/05/christians-remain-worlds-largest-religious-group-but-they-are-declining-in-europe/

 Lea J 2015 https://www.jonathanlea.net/2015/why-foreign-aid-is-harmful/

 Barnett, M.N. Stein JG (2012) Sacred Aid : Faith and Humanitarianism., OUP Oxford
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Thank you.

Dr Yung-Fang Chen, 
Assistant Professor, School of Energy, Construction and 
Environment, Coventry University, UK
Research associate, Centre for Global Learning


